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TOP NEWS 


BREAST 
CANCER 
DRUG OKD 


FDA approves a 
drug for women 
with advanced 
cancer caused by a 
flawed gene. A2 


Iran nuclear 
deal still alive 
Trump extends 
deal but warns it 
must be revised. A4 


Russia tries to 
hack Senate 
Cybersecurity 
firm says hacking 
attempts began in 
June 2017. A4 


Sports first for 
Saudi women 
Kingdom allows 
women to attend 
a soccer match at a 
public stadium. A2 


Germany nears 
a political deal 
Party leaders close 
in on pact to keep 
Angela Merkel in 
charge. A3 


LOCAL NEWS 


Mystic Lake 
gamble fails 
Casino dumps 
plans for pop-up 
concert venue for 
Super Bowl. B1 


Fischbach hit 
with challenge 
Aconstituent sues 
to get lieutenant 
governor to give 
up Senate seat. B1 


SPORTS 


Wolves win 
7th straight 
Karl-Anthony 
Towns dominates 
in home victory 
over Knicks. C1 


Wild coach 
tries to connect 
Boudreau speaks 
from the heart to 
his players. C4 


BUSINESS 


J. Crew shuts 
2 local stores 
Retailer says it'll 
shutter locations 
in Mall of America 
and Southdale. D1 


VARIETY 


Royal tale gets 
sex appeal 
“Victoria” returns 
to PBS for its sec- 
ond season witha 
little bit of heat. E1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 


Readers offer prac- 
tical and fanciful 
suggestions about 
how to make the 
city shine for the 
Super Bowl. E1 


X 


AT 99, VIKES FAN 
TIRED OF WAITING 


VARIETY 


os 


Plowable snow Sunday; 
bitter cold Monday. B6 


Trump remarks condemned 


Blowback began with Sen. Graham, now extends worldwide. 


By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON - It was just 
after President Donald Trump 
had finished railing in the Oval 
Office against African immi- 
grants who he said came from 
“shithole countries” when a 
senior Republican senator, Lind- 
sey Graham of South Carolina, 
who was there to negotiate a deal 
on immigration, spoke up. 

“America is an idea, not a 


race,” Graham said, according 
to three people familiar with 
the Thursday exchange. Diver- 
sity is a strength, he said, not a 
weakness. And by the way, the 
senator added, he himself was a 
descendant of immigrants who 
came to the U.S. from “shithole 
countries with no skills.” 
Trump’s racially charged 
comments in front of several 
lawmakers, which also extended 
to immigrants from Haiti — fol- 
lowed by a day in which mem- 


bers of Congress denounced 
the president, defended him or 
stayed silent — now threaten 
what had been an emerging 
agreement to protect immi- 
grants brought illegally to the 

United States as children. 
Several people with knowl- 
edge of the conversation said the 
president had also demanded to 
know whether Haitian immi- 
grants could be removed. The 
White House has not disputed 
See TRUMP on A8 > 


OLIVIER DOULIERY • Abaca Press 
Donald Trump signed a 
proclamation Friday honor- 
ing Martin Luther King Jr. 


Checkup: Trump’s doctor 
says health is “excellent.” A4 
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This team does have a prayer 


More than two dozen Twin Cities faith leaders gathered at Augsburg University Friday to 


participate in a video promoting unity as the Super Bowl spotlight turns this way. Story, B3 


City’s Ist 
sick leave 


case nets 
$11,000 


Settlement under new law 
came after man lost job, 
apartment after falling ill. 


By ADAM BELZ 
adam.belz@startribune.com 


The city of Minneapolis has 
settled its first case of retaliation 
under the paid sick-leave ordi- 
nance, resulting in an $11,000 
settlement for the employee, 
and sending a message that 
there will be consequences for 
businesses that fail to grant paid 
sick leave under the law that 
went into effect in July. 

According to the city, a gas 
station employee reported a 
violation after he said he was ill 
on Sept. 19, asked for sick leave 
and his supervisor demanded 
that he find his own replace- 
ment. The employee was sus- 
pended fora week, and then left 
off the work schedule, which 
effectively cost him his job. 

The Department of Civil 
Rights would not immediately 
release the name of the gas sta- 
tion or the employee on Friday, 
but documents obtained by the 
Star Tribune showed the gas 
station was the Metro Petro & 
Car Wash at 2700 University 
Av. SE. and the employee was 
Gregory James. 

Not able to work after being 
left off the schedule, James was 
evicted from his apartment 
across the street in early Octo- 
ber, he said. 

“Tt happened pretty quickly,” 
James said Friday. “No pay- 
checks, no rent money.” 

Three months after he filed 
the complaint, the Minneapo- 
lis Department of Civil Rights 
reached an agreement for the 
gas station to pay $11,000 in 
lost wages to James. The city 

See SICK on A8 > 


Hotel retreat 


irks some in 
St. Anthony 


Out-of-town meeting helps 
them focus, city leaders say. 


By HANNAH COVINGTON 
hannah.covington@startribune.com 


For years, St. Anthony city 
leaders have ventured beyond 
their business-as-usual sur- 
roundings in City Hall to spenda 
night away inacomfortable hotel 
for an annual gathering described 
as a “goal-setting session.” 

The overnight, out-of-town 
setting, they say, helps mini- 
mize distractions and promotes 
crucial camaraderie, but it has 
raised some citizen concerns. 

At the gathering, City Coun- 
cil members and staff cement 
priorities for the coming year on 
everything from street projects 
to race and equity initiatives. 

Taxpayers foot the bill, which 
includes hotel, food and room 
rental costs, as well as money 
spent on a facilitator hired to 
guide the sessions. Last year, 
retreat costs totaled nearly 
$9,600. Expenses for the gath- 
ering held this week at a Mar- 
riott hotel in Brooklyn Park are 
expected to be about the same. 

“The money you spend here 
pays dividends,” said Mayor 
Jerry Faust. 

But some residents are 

See ST. ANTHONY on A5> 


last fall. 


Santiago Portillo anxiously counted the 
days before a meeting that his boss at a 
Twin Cities erosion control company had 
scheduled with an immigration attorney 


At the time, Portillo and three relatives 
working at Lakeville-based J&R Larson 
were already bracing for an end to a pro- 
gram that has granted El Salvador natives 
temporary permission to stay and work 
since the 2001 earthquakes there. His boss, 
Jim Larson, was considering a costly, time- 


cards. 


Santiago Portillo’s U.S.-born sons Luis Eduardo, left, and Luis Vicente did homework. 


Minn. employers step up 
to keep temporary workers 


Story by MILA KOUMPILOVA ° Photo by ANTHONY SOUFFLÉ ¢ Star Tribune staff 


consuming way to help: sponsoring the 
four workers for employment-based green 


“Santi, I want to adopt you — you and 


your crew,” Larson told Portillo. 


Employers in Minnesota and elsewhere 
have voiced concerns about plans to end 
deportation reprieve programs for citizens 
of countries that experienced upheavals — 
though relatively few are willing or able to 
go as far as Larson to keep workers. 

See IMMIGRATION on A8 > 


Caregiver bill 
rises above 
great divide 


The act calls for a strategy 
to support family providers. 


By JACKIE CROSBY 
jackie.crosby@startribune.com 


Turns out there is something 
the nation’s sharply divided 
Congress can agree on: the need 
to support family caregivers. 

Bipartisan legislation is on 
its way to President Donald 
Trump’s desk that will estab- 
lish a national strategy to bol- 
ster the work of informal care- 
givers, who provide more than 
$470 billion in unpaid care for 
America’s older adults each 
year, often with little support 
from the workplace or health 
care system. 

The RAISE Family Caregiv- 
ers Act is seen by advocates as 
a small but notable first step to 
focus the nation’s policies and 
resources on the growing bur- 
dens on family members, whose 
work will become increasingly 
vital as society ages in the 
decades ahead. 

The legislation passed both 
houses of Congress earlier this 
week and went to the White 
House on Tuesday. It drew 
bipartisan support from Min- 
nesota’s congressional delega- 
tion. Democratic Sen. Amy 

See BILL on A5> 
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